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Laurier unable to renew $2 Million liability insurance
by Sarah Hayward
News Editor
Wilfrid Laurier University was not able to
renew a $2 million liability insurance policy
after it expired at the end of June, according
to WLU's Director of Personnel and Ad
ministrative Services.
Earl Rayner said this situation has led the
university to examine the "feasibility of a
collective approach to liability insurance."
"We can't find a company to insure us (for
the $2 million policy)," said Rayner. "It's just
the market; the whole insurance industry is
running scared of the liability question and the
action of the courts in that regard."
Rayner said Laurier was able toobtain only
$1 million coverage in general liability in-
surance with a 214% increase in the annual
premium. WLU will pay $17,500 next year for
the general liability policy.
The $2 million "umbrella" policy includes
automotive insurance for cars the university
owns. Rayner said in case of an accident on
campus,
the university would be forced to pay
for the damages.
Rayner said there are two insurers who
might take on the policy but "we're still
looking at a very, very tight market."
"Apparently, there's been a tremendous
decline in the market that will insure liability
insurance...you run out of companies after a
while."
A report prepared by the Canadian Assoc-
iation of University Business Officers
(CAUBO) stated "a groupof universities can
obtain better coverage and premium terms
than a single university in today's market. It is
especially true now thatunderwriters want to
spend more time where they make money."
The report continues
"
a larger risk is not
necessarily a better risk," but CAUBO feels
insurers would be more interested in insuring
Canadian universities as a group.
Eric Fleming, Insurance Manager at the
University ofToronto said CAUBO is working
to establish such a system.
"It's in the feasibility study stage right now,"
he said."lt's a pretty hefty project but it's well
along the way."
He said the University of Toronto has
encountered similar difficulty in securing liab-
ility insurance. U of T is presently operating
with $7 million liability insurance instead of
the $20 million they had last year.
Fleming said insurance is a "worldwide
global-type business...what happens anywhere
in theworldaffects what happens in Canada,"
and in the wake of large disasters last year,
Canadian insurers have hiked up their rates
accordingly.
He said insurers are raising their premiums
because "there's more uncertainty in the
world today surrounding the predictions of
losses, and insurance companies are uncom-
fortable in using data they have accumulated
over the years."
Laurier's liability insurance covers claims
for personal bodily injury, malpractice and
property damage.
The insurance also covers compensation
for injuries incurred by anyone who is on
university property andany "university people
engaged in activities normal to the university's
operations," according to Rayner.
Students join forces
with administrationat
Waterloo conference
by Liz Jefferson
Assistant News Editor
The University of Waterloo Federation of
Students attempted to focus attention on
post-secondary underfunding by bringing
together administrators, students and govern-
ment officials in a conference last weekend.
Federation of Students president Scott
Forrest said the aim of the conference was to
demonstrate that both students and admin-
istrators were concerned about the threat
posed by underfunding to the availability of
quality university programmes. Committees
and workshops were set up to work on
increasing community, government and even
secondary school awareness of the issue.
"You get all these people pressuring the
government, supporting the issue — that's
ideal," Forrest said.
New Democratic Party Education critic
Richard Allen commented to the conference
that students could accomplish more by
running for seats in the government and
becoming directly involved in political posts.
Kitchener's minister of provincial parliament
David Cooke said it was important for stu-
dents to keep lobbying the government with
"loud, but rational" representation. He com-
mented OFS was doing a good job filling that
role. He said he was impressed by the initiative
of the students at the conference, saying "I
will talk to the minister and impress on him
that a lot of my ideas have been enlightened
by the concepts 1 have heard tonight."
Representatives from the Council of
Ontario Universities, the Ontario Secondary
School Teachers Federation, the Canadian
Advanced Technology Association, the
Ontario Federation of Students, and the
Ontario College and University Faculty
Association attended the conference.
Forrest said no colleges attended because
their student governmentsare not very active
in summer, and because the conference's
apparentemphasis on universities might have
discouraged them. Few university admini-
strators were present.
Forrest is optimistic that student/admin-
istration/staff/faculty coalitions can take a
positive role in attracting attention to under-
funding. "The administration's priority is
adequate funding, not accessibility. We have
different goals, but we have to resolve our
differences."
Kitchener MPP David Cooke and NDP Education Critic Richard
Allen were receptive to student comments at a panel discussion
on university underfunding. Cooke said "I was impressed that
a bunch of students would put together a conference like this,
especially in July when they could be at the beach." At left,
Ontario Federation of Students chair MattCertosimodiscusses
the day's events with York University student president Gerard
Blink and University of Toronto SAC president Iggy Pit.
The two-day conference attempted to form alliances between
students and administrations. Cord photo by Liz Jefferson.
By-law may make housing scarce
by Sarah Hayward
News Editor
Students returning to Laurier this fall may
have difficulty finding a place to stay, accord-
ing to Wilfrid Laurier University's housing
officer.
Last April, the Kitchener-Waterloo area
had a vacancy rate for rental accommodation
of .02% — the lowest in Canada. Director of
Housing and Residences Mike Belanger said
he thinks the vacancy rate will be about the
same this September.
In addition to the scarcity of places to live, a
new boarding house by-law formally adopted
by Waterloo city council last week could
adversely affect both the availability and cost
of student housing, according to Belanger.
Licensing will make (boarding houses)
safer, but it's going to cost...in terms of
available accommodation," he said.
He said some landlords are reacting
negatively to the tough new regulations. "I've
had calls from several private homes indica-
ting their disappointment with the by-law," he
said. "In some instances costs will go up."
Belanger said based on data collected by
the housing offices of both Waterloo univer-
sities, about250 single-family dwellings will be
affected by the new by-law.
But despite the inconvenience the boarding
house by-law could cause for students,
Belanger said, "It's absolutely a step in the
right direction."
He said it will be well worth the sacrifice if
even one life is saved by stricter enforcement
of the Ontario Fire Code.
Boarding houses will have to conform to
three standards — the Property Standards
By-law, the Zoning By-law, and the Ontario
Fire Code — before the owner is issued a
license.
Landlords who have not already done so,
will have to install fire extinguishers on each
floor of the boarding house and an inter-
connected fire-alarm system. Garbage must
be removed regularly, lawns mowed and
snow removed. In single-residence zoning
districts, no more than five unrelated people
may live together. The landlord of a boarding
house which does not comply with any of
these rules will have until April 1987 to fix the
place up.
Tom Slomke, Chief Planning Engineer for
the city of Waterloo said there are some
common misconceptions. "1 think the news-
papers have been overexaggerating the
impacts (of the by-law)," he said.
He said one misconception of the media is
that boarding houses cannot house more
than five unrelated students. Slomke explain-
Ed this regulation applies only in areas zoned
"Single Residence." In areas zoned "General
Residence" there is no upper limit on the
number of boarders who live there, provided
there is adequate space in the building to
house all the lodgers.
"My view...is there may be insufficient
lands zoned allowing boarding houses," he
said.
According to Slomke, owners of town-
houses in which four or more unrelated
people live will need a license, but families
who rent rooms to no more than three
students will not. He said these homeowners
will be encouraged to follow the guidelines set
out by the Ontario Fire Code, but for them
compliance with the code is not mandatory.
Slomke said another public misconception
continued on page 3
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is that boarding house landlords
must install a second well-separated
exit from the basement, an addition
which could cost landlords up to
$3000. This second "means of
egress" is only necessary if people
are sleeping in the basement, said
Slomke.
A Laurier student who shares a
boarding house with 13 other stu-
dents said the new by-law was a
good idea. "I think it (the boarding
house by-law) has to come in to help
make sure landlords are following
the fire code," he said.
The student said since a fire
inspection, the landlord of the Albert
Street house the student shares has
installed dry wall on the basement
ceilings, put in a fire escape for
second floor, and installed a fire
extinguisher on each floor.
news
Sorbara gets ban on incidental fees
by Liz Jefferson
Assistant News Editor
Students all over Ontario havebeenwaiting
for the provincial government to
take action
on the issue
of incidental fees. Now it looks
like the university
administrations will be
getting their money anyway, but using dif-
ferent labels for it.
Minister of Colleges and Universities Greg
Sorbara announced that he was accepting in
principle an advisory memorandum from the
Ontario Council on University Affairs, which
classified the controversial incidental fees as
tuition costs. In order to reduce the loss of
revenue
faced by the universities, tuition
costs may be raised up to five per cent.
The policy to ban incidental fees will be
implemented on May 1, 1987. Sorbara is
asking universities to freeze tuition-related
incidental fees during the period from Sep-
tember 1, 1986 to April 30, 1987. These fees
will be made tax deductible because they will
be considered part of tuition. As well, the
minister promises that adjustments in the
Ontario Student Assistance Plan will be made
to consider the new tuition increases.
TheOntario Federation of Students is very
critical of this plan because it involves a
greater student financial contribution and
may threatenaccessibility. Ryerson Polytech-
nical Institute, for example, qualifies for
increases in eight out of eleven categories of
allowable fees. OFS chair Matt Certosimo
said although some schools do not charge
incidental fees directly, the seven per cent
increase in this year's budget, a five per cent
discretionary tuition increase, and increasing
inflation couldadd almost 20% more in tuition
costs.
Laurier President Dr. John Weir said that
although the new ban on incidental fees does
not directly affect Laurier students, the five
per cent tuition fee increase will still apply,
related fees, can be raised by the university.
"The government is giving the universities
more latitude to raise fees five per cent over
and above what they had," said Weir.
Incidental fees were a bigger issue at the
University ofWaterloo, where many students,
some of whom were being charged between
$60 - $150 for computers they never used,
boycotted the mandatory computer fees. Dr.
Douglas Wright, the president of UW, said
"undoubtedly, if we can't find some way to get
the money that has been cut off, we'll have to
reduce services."
Wright, who has been outspoken in his
concerns for university funding, says that
Sorbara's letter has left a loophole that may
be used to charge the fee anyway. "The
minister's letter opens the possibility ofgiving
the students the choice of paying special
computer fees, authorized by a referendum,"
he said. The university stands to lose $1.5
million in revenue if the special fee is not
levied.
An actuarial science student at UW said
that he was pleased that the incidental fees
had been banned, because even with the five
per cent tuition increase he would pay less
overall. He also said he expected Dr. Wright
to increase other allowable fees, such as the
co-op fee, to offset the lost computer fee
revenue.
Certosimo criticized the referendum idea,
saying that the ministerhad told him he would
reevaluate that part of the announcement.
"What if 20% of the students say no, we can't
afford that increase. What are you going to
do, tell themnot to come back to university?"
David Cooke, Member of Parliament for
Kitchener, said that he was surprised at the
opposition to fees sanctioned by a majority of
students, but commented "I would think if it
could be demonstrated that there's a real gap
in the rules, not effectively closing the question
of fees, then it should be reevaluated."
UW President Doug Wright
Underfunding causes UW brain drain
by Paul York
Contributing Writer
Since November, 13 research
professors at the University of
Waterloo (UW) have resigned
because of inadequate research
grants from the federal and pro-
vincial governments.
Most of the 13 are either engaged
in mathematics, engineering, or
chemistry, including UW's Dean of
Math, Dr. George Allen. The general '
consensus is that underfunding is to
blame. Of the 13who have left or will
leave, nine have gone to the United
States, three to their own busi-
nesses, and one to England. Of the
approximately 28 faculty who will
leave UW this year, only 12 are ;
retiring. Dr. Ernest Holmes, Deanof
Research at UW, says"the loss of 13
profs is a very serious thing, but
understandable, given the circum-
stances."
Dr. Giazinto Scoles, a chemistry
professor at UW, says these cir-
cumstances include the govern-
ment's unwillingness to acknowledge
"overhead costs," such as admin-
istration and clerical costs, the
handling of materials, and mainten-
ance of the work space. Scoles, one
of the thirteen to leave, will head to
Princeton for "a change from my
present environment."
Holmes, commenting on over-
head costs, notes that for every
dollar the government gives to
research, the university must give a
dollarof its own to cover theseextra
costs.
Scoles said he originally wanted
to relocate his laboratory toanother
university within Canada, but was
told Canada couldn't even afford to
pay ten per cent of what Princeton
will now pay for Scoles' lab equip-
ment from UW. "Ontario has done
very poorly," says Scoles. "The
trend is for the government to fund
applied research, not fundamental
science. What is fundamental today
will be applied tomorrow."
Canada currently spends one per
cent of its Gross National Product
(GNP), on research; in the U.S the
expenditure is three per cent. "In
Ottawa the politicians are provincial,
small-minded people," says Scoles.
"The Liberals were superior to the
Conservatives, who promised two
and a half per cent of GNP would be
spent on research, but they broke
their promise. It has become a joke."
Scoles suggests that if the federal
government were to channel $30 or
$40 million through the National
Science and Engineering Research
Council (NSERC), rather than have
the universities use those funds on
buildings and salaries, the whole
climate of research inCanada would
change. "But those things escape
the Federal government," he says.
"It is sad. The money needed to
change this climate is not much. $30
million is peanuts; they've got
money."
Salaries may also be a factor in
the profs' decisions to leave. Dr.
Tom Brszustowski, Vice-President:
Academic, says salaries for new
people are much lower than in
industry or the United States.
"We're competing with the U.S,
"
admits Brszustowski, "that's our
problem. The one thing we can't
afford to export in this country is
brain-power."
He describes the future of re-
search in Canada as "bleak". The
average Canadian researcher can
expect $50 to $60 thousand per
annum; in the U.S $100 thousand is
a realistic salary. Bob Whitton,
Public Relations Officer at UW, cites
smaller classes and workloads, tax
breaks and the superiority of the
American dollar as additional incent-
ives to relocate. Holmes says the
U.S has more respect for the uni-
versities than Canadians do. "The
crucial period is the next two or
three years. If there's no light at the
endof the tunnel, people will become
more demoralized."
Inquest demands stricterfire laws
The tragic death of hairdresser
Kimberley Coe in a January 24th fire
led to the compulsory licensing of
Waterloo boarding houses.
A May 22nd inquest into the death
of Coe revealed that she died of
carbon monoxide poisoning in a
Columbia Street basement apart-
ment that did not conform to the
Ontario Fire Code. The coroner's
jury could not determine whether
the fire was started by cigarette
smoking, faulty wiring or a candle
found near Coe's bed. The other
basement tenant (WLU student
Carrie McFie) told a coroner's
inquest that she did not hear the
house's smoke alarms go off during
the fire.
Six infractions of the fire code
were found by chief fire investigator
Chuck Denison of the Waterloo
Fire Department: the walls and ceil-
ing of the basement were not made
of fire-resistant material, there was
no second exit from the basement,
therewere no fire extinguishers, the
smoke detectors did notconform to
fire code specifications, and the
furnace room was notenclosed with
the required materials.
No charges were laid against the
owner of the house because fire
officials uncovered these infractions
after the fire, not before, according
to Denison. The coroner's jury
recommended immediate licensing
of boarding houses, with strict en-
forcement and penalties for infract-
ions. It also recommended regular
inspections of boarding houses, and
information
programs for landlords,
students and Waterloo citizens.
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Thieves deported
Two WLUinternational students
convicted of stealing $3000 worth
ofcomputer componentsfrom the
university have been deported by
the Canadian Department of Im-
migration.
Danny Fhua and Alexander
Wong were carrying garbage bags
of components out of the Peters
Building shortly after 3 am on April
23 when they were apprehended
by Waterloo Regional Police and
Laurier security. A subsequent
search of their Albert Street res-
idence revealed more stolen com-
ponents.
Equipment for two complete
computer systems was stolen, not
four systems, as was erroneously
implied by an article in the May 22
edition of the Cord.
"It was a carefully planned,
premeditated crime," saidLaurier's
chief of security John Baal, com-
menting on the fact that Phua
gained access to the computer
room using a student identification
number he had copied during an
exam several days before.
The two students were convicted
of the theft in provincial court,
fined $1000 and later deported
from Canada.
Housing deal
falls through
According to Wilfrid Laurier
University Students' Union
(WLUSU) Executive Vice-Presi-
dent Ross Legault, WLUSU de-
cided last April to scuttle plans to
reserve 150 rooms for students in
a co-op housing complex.
Legault, who was involved in
negotiations with the developer of
the building on Hickory Street
close to Swiss Chalet, said Bristol
Enterprises Ltd. would not agree
to WLUSU's terms.
Legault said Wayne Rollins,
owner of the company, intends to
charge students for rent semi-
annually (in August and January)
without paying interest. Legault
said WLUSU could not sanction
this method of charging rent and
chose not topay the $7500 deposit.
Legault said although WLUSU
has not contacted all of the 75
students who signed up for the
project last February, he believes
the students involved should have
realised plans had fallen through
when they weren't asked for a
deposit before theend of the term.
"If they haven'tbeen asked for a
deposit now or before school ends,
they knew or should have known
there was no deal with the Stu-
dents' Union," he said.
Legault said WLUSU is not
responsible if students whoshowed
interest in the project assume the
rooms are still reserved.
Co-ops want
more choice
Co-op students gathered at the
end of May to air their concerns
about the quality of their academic
education.
At the forum, some of the stu-
dents present said they felt they
were receiving a worse academic
education than regular stream
business students.
One woman said, "1 came to
university to go to co-op. No one
told me therewould be a possibility
I would get an inferior academic
education."
Many complained they couldn't
get access to the courses they
wished to take because of sched-
uling problems.
Representatives of the admin-
istration said there were in fact
only one or two courses thatwere
totally inaccessible to co-op stu-
dents and these courses were not
necessary to receive a thorough
business education.
Students also said they had little
choice in summer courses. "You
end up taking a lot of courses you
really don't want to take," said one
student."
The meeting ended with both
sides agreeing to sit down together
and discuss the students' con-
cerns.
COCAholds
conference
The Wilfrid Laurier University
Students' Union hosted the
annual conference of Canadian
Organization of Campus Activities
(COCA) from June 1-4.
A committee was appointed by
WLUSU Programming Director
Marie Gilkinson after winning the
bid to hostat the 1984 conference
in Halifax. Although the committee
members — Gilkinson, Jody
Wilson, Kevin Ellis, Tamara
McGregor, Sabina Schmidt,
Sharon Thibodeau and Nora
Glover — are not directly involved
with the WLUSU Board of Dir-
ectors, profits from the events are
shared by COCA Nationaland the
host student union.
The Laurier committee has
spent the entire year planning the
conferenceas a chance for student
activity programmers from the 64
Canadian member schools to get
together, compare notes on plan-
ning successful events, attend
seminars and workshops, and meet
agents. "It's a buying and selling
conference as well as having
educational seminars," said Jody
Wilson.
The conference was structured
much like Laurier's Orientation '85
program, which divided everyone
into fourcolour-coded teams, each
with a COCA committee member
as "icebreaker". The theme was
"Around the World in 80 Hours",
with seasonally-oriented events
such as Oktoberfest, Homecoming
and a pool party. After a pre-
conference bash at Wilf's, most of
the activities were based at the
Waterloo Inn.
Wilson said that the response to
Laurier'sconference was extremely
favourable. "It wentbetter thanwe
ever, ever expected," she com-
mented.
The next COCA conference is
scheduled to be held at Toronto's
Ryerson Polytechnical Institute
next year.
Social workers meet at WLU
by Liz Jefferson
Assistant News Editor
The Ontario Association of Pro-
fessional Social Work (OAPSW)
held its annual conference and
general meeting at Laurier from May
29 -31.
Laurier's Dean of Social Work,
Dr. Shankar Yelaja, said the OAPSW
approached Laurier to sponsor the
conference because the faculty of
social work here is one of the largest
in Ontario and Canada. Laurier's
faculty is closely linked to the
association. Recently a 2nd year
Masters Social Work student,
Andrea Korchinski, was selected by
the National Student Caucus to
represent the students on the board
of directors of the Canadian
Association of Social Workers
(CASW).
The conference, which was well
attended by approximately 250
OAPSW delegates, featured a key-
note address on the public image of
social workers by Dr. Frank Turner,
the Chairman of Social Work at
Atkinson College, York University.
Turner was formerly the Dean of
Social Work at Laurier. Dr. Brenda
Watti, theeditor of Canada's Mental
Health addressed the plenary ses-
sion on the topic of stress and the
general public.
Around 50 seminars and work-
shops filled the last two days of the
conference, dealing with social work
technology, gerontology, private
practice, health and welfare, and
many other topics. TVOntario is
planning to help the OAPSW to
offera professional education course
in social work, supplemented by a
telephone link designed to make the
courses accessible to francophone
students, or those in isolated com-
munities.
Of the delegates who attended,
Yelaja said that close to 100 are
Laurier graduates who are now
occupying key positions in prom-
inent social work programs in
Ontario.
Recently a memorial fund was
established in memory of Bettina
Russell, a graduate of the MSW
program who died on April 30,1986.
The money will be used to fund
activities focussed on women's
issues in social work. The tax
deductible donations can be sent to
Don Petis, Director of Development
and Alumni Affairs.
Laurier's faculty of social work
will be celebrating its 20th birthday
in September.
WLUSU seeks arbitration
In an effort to resolve a continuing
.debate over the student union's right
to name the Student Union Building,
Wilfrid Laurier University Students'
Union (WLUSU) sent a letter
Monday to the administration of the
university invoking arbitration, said
WLUSU President Brian Thompson.
Thompson said he believes the
students' union has the right to
name the building, while the admin-
istration maintains WLUSU cannot
do so without approval from the
university's Board of Governors.
In the arbitration process, a
mutually agreed-upon third party
would evaluate the arguments of
arbitrators for both students and
administration, then would come to
a conclusion.
"We sent out a...letter telling Dr.
Weir (President of Wilfrid Laurier
University) he has not yet appointed
an arbitrator," said Thompson, "and
we give him seven days before we
appeal to a local Supreme Court
judge."
Weir said the issue is not subject
to arbitration.
A WLUSU press release called
the process of arbitration "a non-
threatening forum for achieving a
decision in a case where no mutually
acceptable solution can be reached."
"It is the goal of WLUSU to have
this issue settled quickly and in a
professional manner that will not
damage the historic good relations
between the Students' Union and
theAdministration," stated the press
release. It also said arbitration is
necessary because "the Admini-
stration has not made a visible effort
to come to a mutually acceptable
solution to this problem."
The dispute began January 27 at
an annualHonoursAwards Banquet
when former WLUSU President
Matt Certosimo announced the
Student Union's decision to change
the name of the building to the
Nichols Campus Centre.
Weir sad it was inappropriate the
name was selected and implemented
unilaterally by the Student Union,
without previous consultation with
theBoardof Governorsof the university.
Fire destroys English lounge
by Liz Jefferson
Assistant News Editor
On June 7, the English Lounge on
the second floor of the Central
Teaching Building was jutted in a
fire caused by careless smoking.
Scott Mackenzie, the computer
technician on duty, alerted security
at around 12:30 pm after noticing
smoke in the escalator shaft. Se-
curity officer Ken Dyers investi-
gated, found a large concentration
of smoke around the closed door of
room 2-302, and pulled the manual
fire alarm in the hall.
The fire department responded
within3 minutes of being called, and
used the indoor firehose to put out
the fire before it spread to the
photographic darkroom next door.
The darkroom, which is separated
from the lounge by a wooden par-
tition, contained expensive audio
visual equipment and volatile chem-
icals. Damage to the lounge was
originally estimated at $25,000; all
the furniture in the room was des-
troyed.
The fire may have beenstarted by
a lit cigarette dropped accidentally
into the sofa, said chief of Laurier
security, John Baal. The doorof the
lounge is usually kept locked but left
ajar, he said. Investigation into the
fire revealed that students using the
lounge before a 9:00 exam had
inadvertently shut the door, which
remained locked. The fire smould-
ered for hours while the exhaust
system kept the smoke and odour
from escaping the room. It remained
undetected until the sofa actually
ignited because only rooms located
on the periphery of the Central
Teaching Building are equipped with
heat or smoke-sensing alarms.
When Officer Dyer pulled the
manual alarm, the intermittent
warning alarm was sounded instead
of theevacuation alarm; the warning
alarm shuts off automatically after
about 90 seconds.
The room is currently being re-
painted and refurnished and will
return to regular use in September.
A lit cigarette left in the sofa left the English lounge (CTB 2-302) in
ruins. Cord photo by Scott McDiarmid.
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Welcome tothe wilds
Let's Talk About...
The Bush
by Tom York
The exodus begins!
Dawn, who was in my
winter term class, dropped
by to tell me she was off on a
four months, around-the-
world cruise. She's busy
getting visas and her pass-
port stamped. Lee Annewas
off like a shot to Europe as soon as the winter term
ended. She somehow neglected to turn in her term
paper...too many things to remember. Sean Virgo is
touring Turkey and the Greek islands — poets pick
exotic places. And Eric McCormick, as soon as
summer school ends, heads like a man shot from
behind for the Yucatan for a year.
All estimable places, no doubt, but if I were planning
a big trip, I would head once again for the barren-
grounds, up the Back River, to King Williams Island in
the Arctic Ocean(where the menof Sir JohnFranklin's
third expedition perished).
That is next summer's plan. A big trip takes pre-
paration. You have tobe there, on Great Slave Lake, in
early Junewhen the ice breaks up, with canoe and tent
and topo maps and your rifle
and river net ready. Tea
and tobacco and bannock mix are useful too, but
they're optional. This summer, not having had the time
or the energy or the money to plan a big trip, I'm doing
what anyone in Canada can do — I'm heading for the
bush.
Thebush is where to go whenyou want tobe free. It's
restorative, reinvigorating, and redemptive. It restores
your perspective. With your puny equipment and
magnificent dreams youenteranother dimension where
degrees don't matter (skills do, though), deadlines
don't exist (except for the seasons), and people, when
you encounter them, are part of thenatural landscape.
Here animals are more at home than people are. And
whether you canoe down a river, or camp and let the
river pass by you, a wilderness of wildlife is always
aroundand before you — as
a spectacle, for study or for
food.
I mention this, not because
it isn't known, but because
we needtobe reminded that
the bush is always there,
open, hospitable and free.
It's been there since before we were and it will be there
after we are gone. We worry, here in University, about
conserving (and exploiting) natural resources, pro-
tecting (and harvesting) animals, and understanding
and respecting ecosystems. But how often do we take
advantage of our own wilderness? How often do we
simply enjoy the bush in our back yard?
Notoften enough, I contend. For thereligious it's the
place par excellence to withdraw to — as did Elijah,
John the Baptist, and Jesus, to name but a few — in
preparation for return with a word, a purpose, inner
peace. For the student — in the Brahmanic, Hinduand
Buddhistic traditions — it's the place of apprenticeship,
where restraint of the senses, concentration of the
mind, and meditation are practised. For any human
being with an ounce of idealism, it's the place of
personhood where self-sufficiency is tested and
loneliness becomes solitude.
I can't adequately express my reverence for the
bush, my annual longing for it, my sense of at-home-
ness in it. I can only approximate it by saying that, for
me, God is nature; Nature is not God, but God is
Nature.
And it's not far nor difficult, nor expensive. I'm no
travel agent, but I could name some rivers, and tell you
what you need to take along.
(The Rev. Dr. Tom York is United Church Chaplain to
UW and WLU. His office is in St. Paul's College at
UW.)
Shakespeare nota bigot
Guest Comment
by
Bryan Trussler
Once again, the great
censorship debate is raging
across the land and I haven't
the foggiest ideawhatall the
fuss is about. With the
Wellington County School
Board deciding to go ahead
and drop Shakespeare's The
Merchant of Venice from junior high school courses, I
thought it was a good time to clear away the fog.
Those in favour of censoring The Merchant of
Venice, mainly Judaeo-Christian organizations, claim
that the play fosters anti-Semitism. Many of these
people related classroom incidents to the Kitchener-
Waterloo Record to prove their point, including a
Jewish girl who was humiliated by her teacher into
playing Shylock in a dramatization of a scene. They
also believe that Grade9 and 10 students are too young
to understand racism. Good points.
Those against censoring the play point to its literary
merits as a classic work of English literature. They say,
"How can anyone censor Shakespeare?" Good question.
Both sides are barking up the wrong trees. The
Merchant of Venice is, in fact, an extremely accurate
portrayal of how Jews were perceived in the societies of
Shakespeare's time. The danger for fostering racism
lies not in the play itself, but in the way it is taught. The
play is no more dangerous in this regard than is any
other historical record or event in which Jews were
mistreated. James Keegstra has proven that past
racisms can be misused to foster new ones. Those
teachers who use The Merchant of Venice to promote
the sorts of prejudices displayed in the play are no
better than Keegstra.
Regardless of the danger that the Holocaust might be
improperly taught, no Judaeo-Christian group would
ever demand that the teaching of the Holocaust be
removed from curriculums; that would be like denying
the Holocaust ever took place, and we must never
allow the memory of the Nazi horror to fade from our
minds, lest it happen again. To ignore the smouldering
racism of the rest of human history — including those
Christians whowere inflamedevery Easter into riotous
mobs in churches from Rome to the feudal parishes
is to see the smoke and to deny the flames.
The argument thatstudents are too youngin grades
9 and 10 to understand racism is not viable either. By
this age, most kids are out
trying to chalk up as many
iniquities as possible. Most
of the secularized heathen
of today have been prac-
tising racists for years by the
time they reach high school.
If they are old enough to
practise it, they are also old enough to understand it.
Besides, in the first-year history course, they learn
about the Holocaust.
The literary group, meanwhile, is also off track. The
Merchant of Venice is no more classic a work than are
any of Shakespeare's three dozen other plays. Any
other simple little play would suffice, like Winter's Tale
or Cymbeline, both of which are largely ignored. Finally
the play is not being threatened with true censorship;
that would involve gathering all of the copies of the play
together and burning them, which is how books (or for
that matter, Jews and heretics) were censored during
the Inquisition. All that is being proposed is that The
Merchant of Venice be dropped from the curriculum.
So, whathave we established? That the fault lies with
the way the play is taught and not with the play itself,
and that its retention must be justified on an historical
and not on a literary basis. Is The Merchant of Venice
accurate? Since Edward I expelled all of England's Jews
in the 13th Century, it is a safe bet that none of
Shakespeare's audiences hadever seen a real Jew. The
description and actions of Shylock are based on
misconceptions and not on observations. Students
should be made well aware of this. Shylock does,
however, give a very accurate picture of how the
English perceived Jews and the play shouldbe retained
for this reason.
Personally, I like Shylock. Along with Portia, he has
some of the best lines in the whole play, and certainly
his are the most memorable. You have to admire him
for having enough guts to demanda pound of flesh in
the first place, and I think he should have gotten it. All of
the Christians delight in humiliating him, one of them
defaults on his loan, another invades his house and
buggers off with his daughter and his money. And he
bears it all rather stoicly. In many ways, he fits the
modern definition of the anti-hero.
When the time came in English class, I volunteeredto
play Shylock. But then so did everybody else.
EDITORIAL
Laurier gets its
money's worth
People who usually sit across the fence from
each other were sufficiently concerned about the
underfunding of post-secondary education to
share ideas in a conference at the University of
Waterloo last weekend. Students and
administrators are attempting to focus media and
government attention on a predictable point of
agreement — they both want money.
Warm feelings of solidarity don't hide the fact
that university administrators, faced with the
difficult task of running schools, are not picky
about what "tuition" fees are called or who pays
them.
The students demand accessibility and
administrators demand improved facilities.
Although their cooperation should ideally result in
Utopia University, it is likely a temporary
experiment. The administrators have the power to
charge higher fees and limit enrollment in the
name of quality education. This does wonders for
accessibility — students are left with the power to
play ball or go home. Nobody pretends that the
students' financial load will be lessened when the
universities reach a certain mythical plateau of
excellence.
The underfunding conference demonstrated the
lobbying effectiveness of the Ontario Federation
of Students; the politicians in attendance
undoubtedly respected what OFS had to say.
David Cooke, Kitchener's member of parliament,
looked slightly confused at the conference when
he realized OFS does not represent Laurier, even
though it is chaired by a Laurier student. He
finally said "I guess if Laurier students feel they
have a different view, they should find themselves
a way to lobby."
Ironically enough, we do not have goals or
concerns that differ radically or even significantly
from other post-secondary students. Besides, we
don't need a separate voice. Any change achieved
by OFS, using financial resources and
representatives from member schools, will also
help Laurier students, who chose to contribute
nothing.
WLU students automatically benefit from OFS
lobbying, because the Federation is a high-profile
representative of Ontario schools in general.
When OFS executives talk to Greg Sorbara, he
doesn't care if we support them as long as several
thousand other students do.
Laurier students must have many complaints
about OFS, since they rejected membership, but
they can throw their cake out the window and eat
it too. Is OFS a radical bunch of wheel-spinning
activists trying to create controversy, or is the
Federation an effective, concerned lobbying body?
That is a question that need not concern WLU
students, though it once might have. From here
on in, all Laurier has to do from here on in is take.
It's intelligent to get something you don't pay
for. We're getting all that work out of our fellow
students without paying a cent, so we must be
really smart.
LETTERS to the editor must be typed, double-
spaced and bear the author's full name, student and
telephone numbers. No letter will be accepted after
noon on the Monday preceding publication. All
submissions are subject to editing for length.
Watch for the next issue of the Cord Weekly on
September 5,1986.
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STUDENTS: ]
Need a Place to live?
We Can Help!!!
* HOUSES for groups of 3, 4, 5 and MORE
*
APARTMENTS, All sizes and prices
*
ROOMS, Single, Double (100's to choose from)
*SHARED ACCOMMODATION (Singles, Couples
or Families)
! l^OOHF!!
; SERVICE CHARGE WITH THIS COUPON J
c J
• Helping students of W.L.U. and U. of W. since 1979
• The largest collection of rental housing in the city by far
• Six rental counsellors to assist in placing you quickly
• All appointments can be arranged by us
• GUARANTEED PLACEMENT!
| 'THE ONE AND ONLY
1 1
HOMELOCATORS
[_ Seven Days A Week _J
WATERLOO-20 University Ave. E.
University Ave. at King
KITCHENER-876 King St. W. ( Across from
742-3556 from K-W Hospital) |
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entertainment
discs
by Scott Piatkowski
Contributing Writer
Since the departure of Peter Gabriel in
1976, Genesis has been trying to decide
whether it is anart rock or a pop band. Their
latest album, Invisible Touch shows that they
have settled in the latter category. Sounding
like aPhil Collins disc with guest appearances
by Messieurs Banks and Rutherford, this
record bears little relation to their earlier
work epitomized by such offerings as Duke
and A Trick Of The Tail. It's not that it's bad
— it just isn't Genesis.
Leading off the album is the title track
which receives radio airplay "ad nauseam".
Behind this over-exposure though, is a solid
pop song. Following that is Tonight, Tonight,
Tonight a nine-minute drum machine epic
with lyrics that would have made the Genesis
fanof 1976cringe. Next is Land of Confusion,
one of the better tracks on the record. It has a
melody that is somewhat reminiscentof.. .And
Then There Were Three were it not for the
heavy drums (a la Phil). The lyrics are relatively
deep but the themehas been explored before
in such tunes as Ball of Confusion. The side is
closed with In Too Deep, a touching ballad. It
certainly would not be "Against All Odds" to
see this song as the next single release.
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Anything She Does, the first cut on side
two, could be the twin brother of Invisible
Touch. There is no apparent reason for
grouping the next two songs together other
than to maintainsome pretension of art rock.
Both In The Glow of The Night and The Last
Domino (collectively The Last Domino) have
ethereal lyrics but the similarity ends there.
Throwing It All Away is another carefully
crafted song thatwould notbe out of place on
a Phil Collins album. The album closes with a
forgettable instrumental called The Brazilian.
As a band, Genesis seems to have lost its
"raison d'etre". When the soundsofa group's
and its lead singer's albums begin to merge, it
is time for the band to throw in the towel.
miirmiay, Jaly 17,19867
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2 GIRLS NEEDED to share PLANNED PARENTHOOD AN OPEN House and Straw-
double room in new town- WaterlooRegion needs volun- berry Social will be he'd Wed-
house for September. $245 teers for counselling, commit- nesday, June 18,1986 from
each plus utilities. Call Rita: tee work, educational speak- 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the
886-0154 or Cindy 884-1346. ing, fundraising, library main- location of Alcontrol Homes,
tenance, research and office 215 King Street South, corner
DO YOU HAVE or know of an work. Call 743-6461. Training of King and John in Waterloo
empty room which would love begins September 18, 1986. For more information call
to be filled? Grad student is 745-4691
looking for a room for Sept- SAME DAY Word Processing!
emberand October. Please call Fast! 24-hour turn around if THE CLOSING CONCERT of
884-2051 and ask for Fred.
you book ahead, Close (near the Baroque and Classical
—■■■■ 1 Seagram Stadium), depend- Music Workshop will be held
Permmal able ' $ 1 Per double-spaced July 18. Concert includes
-- ? - - Page Resumes $3 per page. excerpts from Fairy Queen by
: s
v'
"
Draft copy always provided. Purcell and performance by
IT'S 7 AND I'M HUNGRY Phone 885-1353. the winner of the competition
(waiting for Fredot...) and — all faculty and students will
bored,so I'll say hi to my
AGENT 911 — Next time you participate. For details and
friends. Hi 907 (Janice, Sally, decide someone needs a taxi ticket info, please contact
Sandyand even Doug and with flashing lights, warn them Cathy Erskine at WLU's Fac-
Matt) Hi Theresa, in advance. Here's to one of ultyof Music at (519) 884-1970,
Mamie, Liz, Lynn, and otherK- the better dinner parties
K-W extension 2631.
W summer types. Hi Dave, Ambulance has never seen! I
Andrea, Chris, Andrew, and guess gross morbidity des- COME TO the Hillside Festival
otherescape K-W-in-the-sum- cribes Cordies best! (P.S. no- at Riverside Park, Guelph, on
mer types. Hi Summer Cord- thing developed, with or with- Saturday, July 19, from 2-11
ies. Hi anyone else who's
in- out the use of an enlarged. p. m . Nine hours of music on
suited I didn't include them. Have a meaa summer as a two stages. Food and craft
"mistress"!!!/ amd areas. Children's tent with face-
WEDDING DRESS —Size9/10. HEY GRANT—maybe we need painting, games and much
Traditional, lace bodice and a permanent actuarial science
more. Kite-flying, canoeing
sleeves, high open neck. Match- consultant on this paper. and
other activities for young
ing peak hat and veil. Will sell and old. Tickets at the Book-
separately. Call 886-0509. THANKS HEATHER — I can shelf, Timers, Macondo Be oks
barely wait till 'Doonsday'. Let's
and OPIRG in Guelph.
LIZ-You're doomedand I'm so do that lunch thing.
happy! Welcometo the wonder- VOICESINTIMEpresent"L <ur-
ful world of historical wonders. JO THE FRONTIER TWINS: ier Through a Looking Gi ss"
like, if only pinball was an
A half hour historical mu: cal
TO THE FORMER Freditor —
Olympic sport. revue celebrating highli
hts
life in the fast lane is so much from the past 75 year in
betterwithoutthe bran flakes!!! ONLY THE CORDIES know scenes, song and dance It's
The weekend was wonderful, how 10 cases can implicate us
entertainmentfor all ages! The
even if we did miss The Twi- all in the horrendous crime of group will be delightec to
light Zone. From the Kitchen apartheid. Apparently it makes perform for any commu lity
Sleeper. qoocl shampoo too. group,
free of charge. If you
ELIN: I know you read every-
are interested in booking the
thina so I know you'll read BORIS B: Got to love those 18
show, please call Sheila v,at-
this. Greetings from a fellow page
letters! Keep up the good ensby
at 884-1970 ext. 282: for
memberof the Doon Heritage
work. So sorry that you couldn't
more information.
basement. make it
for the weekend — I
missed you!
The Second City Improv group keeps
comedy alive in TO
by James Gorham
Contributing Writer
When people think of the name Second
City, they tend to think of the comedy show
SCTV which still airs on some channels.
What they don't realize is that The Second
City is also a live comedy group in Toronto.
The Second City troupe originated in
Chicago as a comedy review aimed at poking
fun at the people and institutions of the
American society. When their popularity
grew, they becpn touring andeventually ended
up choosing Toronto as their "home-away-
from-home" in 1973.
After an unsuccessful first cutting in an
unlicensed downtown nightclub, the group
settled into the basement of The Old Firehall
Restaurant where they remain today.
Since 1973, The Second City stage in
Toronto has helped many young Canadian
comedians move into North American tele-
vision and film. Some of the bigger names
include Dan Aykroyd, Gilda Radner, Harold
Ramis, Rick Moranis and Martin Short. This
aspect of The Second City makes it quite
exciting for 1986 audiences because you
never know if you are watching a performer
on his/her way to stardom.
The Second City produces comedy revues
which are short comedic skits. The troupe
itself is generally made up of six or seven
performers whocreate all of the material for
the shows themselves. They do this through
improvisational sessions held at the close of
each nightly performance. The cast receives
suggestions from the audience and builds a
short skit around these ideas. If the skit is
moderately successsful, it is recorded and
workshopped by the group. Thebest of these
new skits become material for future shows.
The current show playing in Toronto is
called "Bordering On Madness" or "Who's
Tory Now?" The name is a bit deceptive in
that the featured skits are not primarily
political in nature. Instead, they feature
relevant humour designed for a Toronto
audience. As an example, one skit features a
TTC driver who abuses tourists who mis-
pronounce Toronto streetnames like Yonge
or Spadina or Islington Ave. Other skits deal
with topics such as the CBC, Canada Post
and of course, our ever-popular neighbours
to the south. And for thoseaudience members
who are not familiar with Toronto's own
brand of humour, there are other skits
interspersed such as a spoof on Shakes-
pearean plays.
Bob Bainborough, Dana Andersen, David
Huband, Mark Wilson, Linda Kash and
Deborah Theakermake up the current troupe
and deserve top marks for their sharp timing
skills and for their excellent group of skits.
Especially deserving of praise is Linda Kash
who, if her performance during this show is
any indication, is destined for a long and
successful career in comedy.
An evening for two at The Second City will
cost $22.00 not including drinks which are
served at your table. Dinner is also served
prior to the show at an additional cost and is
both reasonably priced and quite good.
Whetheryou go for dinner/theatre, or just for
the show, The Second City provides inter-
esting and fun entertainment for all.
Musical notes
Laurier hosted its first concerto/aria
competition recently as part of the annual
baroque and classical music workshop at
WLU. The competition and workshop
attracted 45 students from Canada and the
U.S. The winners, Melanie DeMent, a
soprano from Swathmore, Pennsylvania
and Larry Hamberlin, a harpsichordist from
Bloomington, Indiana will perform as a part
of the final concert of the workshop on
Friday, July 18th at 8:00 pm at the Theatre
Auditorium, WLU.
￿ ￿ ￿
Dr. Glenn Buhr, director of music com-
position in the faculty of music at WLU, has
captured first prize at the 1986 American
Harp Society composition for composers.
The winning submission was an extended
piece for solo harp entitled Tanzmusik.
Dr. Buhr is the first Canadian to receive
this prestigious award, which includes the
opportunity to present this piece in several
concert performances over the next three
years.
Dr. Buhr has won previous awards as
well. He was the first to receive the Pro Loco
Corciano prize in Italy in 1985 and is cur-
rently working on a large orchestral work
commissioned by the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra. This piece will premiere in
October of 1987.
￿ ￿ ￿
"Voices In Time" consists of four WLU
students, hired under a summer work grant
project to create a 75th Anniversary show
which they have named "Laurier Through A
Looking Glass." The show encompasses 75
years of Laurier history in 30 minutes of
songs, scenes and dance. The group will be
touring in the K-W community from July 28th
through August 15th, with a special on-
campus performance scheduled for August
15th.
Punch-drunk Brando
featured in Waterloo
by Paul York
Contributing Writer
Marlon Brando fans will be pleased toknow
thatOn The Waterfront, billed as"the classic
drama of corruption and defiance," will play
August Ist and 2nd at The Princess Theatre.
This American classic from 1954 was directed
by Elia Kazan and stars a young Marlon
Brando, Eva Marie Saint and Karl Maiden.
A multi-award winning film, with a jazz
score by Leonard Bernstein, On The
Waterfront concerns itself with labour union
corruption in the loading docks and wharfs of
New York harbour. On a more archetypal
level, On The Waterfront is one of the finest
cinematic expressions of the individual against
the system.
The film is about a punch-drunk wharf rat
Terry (Brando) who faces the wrath of the
longshoresmen's local mobster Johnny
Friendly (Lee J. Cobb). With Eva Marie Saint
at his side and the working man's priest (Karl
Maiden) egging him on, Terry has to decide if
he wishes to expose Johnny Friendly as a
murderer and himself as a stoolie.
Marlon Brando's pugilistic character is
enough to make On The Waterfront worth
seeing. Brando radiates a tough-guy inno-
cence not unlike James Cagney. On The
Waterfront is naturalistic in that none of the
characters is larger than life. Terry is not a
superman; he's just a normal guy who feels
the need toright a wrongand be a somebody.
Elia Kazan, who won Best Director for this
film is also the director of America! America!,
a film about immigration. Kazan writes as well
as directs; he is the author of The
Arrangement. On The Waterfront is based
on the novel by Budd Schuberg. It is a classic
example of how B-grade books often make
the best movies.
Stratford's Neville takes risks
The Stratford Festival has long been associated with
Shakespeare. This year, Stratford's new artistic director John
Neville has taken a few risks in his selection of plays. As well as
presenting all three of Shakespeare's lesser known romances, The
Winter's Tale, Pericles and Cymbeline, he has allowed The Young
Company to broaden their horizons.
Pictured above are four of the cast members of Bertolt Brecht's
The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, one of Brecht's lesser known
plays. Arturo Ui, a play about power and corruption is used to
complement The Young Company's second offering, Macbeth.
Arturo Ui is set in the 1920's gangster era and is the story of a
mobster's rise to power amongst the Chicago vegetable
merchants. The play is quite obviously based on the events tracing
Adolph Hitler's rise to power prior to The Second World War.
Arturo Ui and Macbeth opened at the Stratford Festival's Third
Stage on June 17th and 18th and will run until August 30th. The
Young Company is a fine group of young and very talented
performers who are not afraid to take a few artistic risks in the
usually predictable Stratford environment. Under the excellent
direction of Tom Kerr, both Macbeth and The Resistible Rise of
Arturo Ui are must-see plays for veteran theatre-goers and
newcomers alike.
>
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